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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Miyahara et al (US Patent No. 6,314,213). 

As to claim 1, Miyahara teaches a method for re-orientating digital images 
comprising the following steps: analyzing an image stored in a computer readable 
media and determining an image re-orientation requirement according to an image 
analysis output (column 5, lines 33-60); determining a direction of re-orientation of the 
image according to the re-orientation requirement (column 5, line 61 -column 6, line 5); 
and re-orientating the image according to the determined direction of re-orientation 
(column 10, line 66-column 11, line 55 and figures 8 and 9). 

As to claim 2, Miyahara teaches that the analyzing step includes comparing 
properties of the image to predefined values and deriving comparison values, 
detemiining whether an image analysis process can be omitted according to the 
comparison values and if so, determining a re-orientation requirement according to the 
comparison values (column 10, line 66-column 11, line 55 and figures 8 and 9). 

2. Claims 13-20 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to teach a method for re-orientating digital images comprising the following steps, 
analyzing an image stored in a computer readable media by an image analysis process 
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comprising an image zone analysis process for determining an axis weighting potential 
for a first axis and an axis weighting potential for a second axis, an image re-orientation 
requirement being determined according to the axis weighting potentials for the first and 
second axes, and a predetemnined value; determining a direction of re-orientation of the 
image according to the re-orientation requirement, the direction of re-orientation of the 
image being determined by comparing axis weighting potentials of the first and second 
axes to determine a dominant axis and determining the direction of re-orientation of the 
image such that the dominant axis will appear in a vertical viewing plane according to 
the axis weighting potential of the dominant axis, and re-orientating the image according 
to the determined direction of re-orientation. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Claims 3-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tada et al, Motosugi et al, Morikawa et al, Sato, Matsumura et al, and Honda et 
al are also cited. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Yon Couso whose telephone number is (571) 272-7448. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis, can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YJC 
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